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HIS first number of a Bulletin of the American Library Association marks, 

it is hoped, the beginning of a closer connection between the Association 

and its members. The regular issue of such a Bulletin four or six times a year, t 
or perhaps oftener if needed, would make it possible for the executive officers . 
to communicate at frequent stated periods with members, and to keep them 
informed of action taken by the several boards and committees of the Association 
in the intervals between meetings. 
For many years the chief function of the Association was to provide annually 

a meeting-place for librarians at some convenient point, and to stimulate interest in 
library matters by conventions now in one place and now in another, in different 
parts of the country. State and local associations, which have sprung from the 
interest and enthusiasm aroused by these meetings, now hold similar gatherings, 
which for many of their members serve the same purpose that was served by the 
earlier meetings of the American Library Association. Relying on these local 
associations to care for library interests, each in its own field, the general association 
in its present work may properly emphasize its national character. It will still 
provide, as no state or inter-state body can do, an annual convention, which shall 
bring together librarians from all parts of the United States and Canada. By 
means of its Publishing Board it can issue booklists, indexes, and manuals, which 
will be of general use throughout the country. Through its committees, it can | 
gather information in regard to important subjects from every state, and present : 
the result of these general surveys in reports which will reach all its members. 
It can give special attention to fostering library interests in those sections of the 
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country in which state commissions or state associations are still wanting, and it 
can keep all librarians posted as to the work which is being accomplished by the 
various state organizations. 

To accomplish any of these results in a systematic manner, it requires a local 
habitation, a central office, to which inquiries or appeals for help may be addressed, 
and from which advice, instruction, and encouragement may issue forth. Most of 
its work of this kind is done through correspondence, hence it makes little differ- 
ence where these headquarters are located, whether in Boston, New York, 
Washington, Chicago, or San Francisco. The main point is to determine where 
the conditions for carrying on such work are most favorable, where the most con- 
venient accommodations can be secured, and where the best counsel is available. 

With the opening of headquarters, and with the enlargement of the Associa- 
tion’s activities thus made possible, a Bulletin, to be issued at regular intervals as 
a means of communication, becomes an essential part of the plan. This Bulletin 
should contain reports of the meetings of the Council and of the Executive Board 
of the Association; information in regard to the publications and plans of the 
Publishing Board; reports from standing committees appointed by the Association 
to gather information in regard to special subjects; early announcement of the 
meetings of the Association and of arrangements for attending them; and what- 
ever else relates to the work of the Association. It may also usefully contain 
information in regard to the publications and progress of the state commissions 
and the state associations, since these commissions are generally willing to send 
their publications to anyone outside the state to whom they would be useful. 

Each member of the Library Association is properly entitled to receive infor- 
mation of this kind regularly and without expense. It should be part of the 
return which he gets for his annual payment. Moreover, the Association will 
find itself more valued by its members if each member is kept informed of what 
it is doing, so that he may know what help he may profitably ask for, how and 
‘where to apply for help, and how to direct others to apply for it. 

Such a Bulletin, however, may be compiled with care, may be published 
frequently, and may be mailed to every member, but it will fail of accomplishing 
its purpose, unless those to whom it is sent will make a point of reading it, and 
will regard it as a message addressed personally to each one. If it contains 
requests for information; if it asks for annual reports and bulletins, for plans, or 
for administrative blanks; if it requests members to send in their anaual duer, 
without having bills sent out to them individually (an expensive process), each 
member is asked to regard the request as made personally and individually to him, 
and to respond to it as promptly as he would to a written letter enclosed under a 
two cent stamp. With cooperation of this kind from the members of the Asso- 
ciation, the Bulletin will be of inestimable value to the officers in performing the 
duties which are placed upon them, and to the members in helping them to gain 
the full value of their membership. 

Will you make it a point to read this Bulletin and to keep yourself informed 
in regard to the affairs of the A. L. A.? 
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Executive Board 


Extracts from the minutes of a meeting 
of the Executive Board held at the Park 
Avenue Hotel, New York City, Dec. 22, 
1906, at which were present President Clem- 
ent W. Andrews, E. H. Anderson, Frank 
P. Hill, George F. Bowerman, J. I. Wyer, 
Jr., and, by invitation, E. C. Hovey. 

The following communication was read 
from the committee appointed at Narragan- 
sett Pier to look after the interests of the 
Association in the matter of pending copy- 
right legislation : — 

Dec. 8, 1906. 
To the Executive Board of the American 
Litrary Association : — 

The undersigned, representing the com- 
mittee appointed by the Association at its 
Narragansett meeting to watch the progress 
of the ccpyright bill and to do what might 
appear to be necessary for the interests of 
the Association in connection therewith, at- 
tended a hearing huld by the Committee on 
Patents of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives at Washington on Dec. 7, 1906. 
There were present also Messrs. Wellman, 
Cutter and Steiner representing the Library 
Copyright League, in opposition to the bill. 
Your representative presented on behalf of 
the committee the following statement : — 


We desire to submit the following state- 
ment of what we conceive to be the official 
position of the American Library Association 
in regard to the proposed bill. The under- 
signed were delegates of the American Library 
Association to the Copyright Conference and 
are now a committee of that Association to 
watch the progress of the bill and to do 
what may appear to be necessary for the in- 
terests of the Association in connection there- 
with. 

At the first meeting of the conference, 
June 2, 1905, the delegates protested against 
the proposed exclusion of foreign editions of 
works copyrighted in this country, and stated 
that, although no formal action has been 
taken by the Association, the matter would 
be considered by it at its meeting in Portland, 
Oregon. In reporting this action at that 
meeting, July 7, 1905, the delegates recom- 
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mended that the question be referred to the 
Council for consideration and action. Accord- 
ingly, the Council requested the Executive 
Board «« to take measures for the representa- 
tion of the Association at future conferences 
on the revision of the copyright laws, and 
in behalf of the Association to protest against 
the inclusion in the copyright law of the pro- 
vision prohibiting importation of copyrighted 
works into the United States without written 
consent of author or copyright proprietor, or 
to secure some modification of the same. 

The delegates, having been reappointed, 
attended the two remaining sessions of the 
conference, Noy. 1-4, 1905, and March 
13-15, 1906, and in the interval had an in- 
formal meeting with the representatives of 
the American Publishers’ Copyright League, 
at which the latter signified their willingness 
to modify in great measure their demands 
for the exclusion of foreign editions. Being 
convinced that the draft of a copyright bill 
as agreed on by the conference would in- 
evitably contain a clause lessening the pres- 
ent privileges of libraries in the importation 
of American copyright books, and desirous, 
in accordance with their instructions, quoted 
above, to secure as great a modification of 
such restriction as seemed possible, the dele- 
gates agreed to accept a clause which differs 
in no important respect from that now em- 
bodied in the bill under discussion. This 
clause was not finally put into shape until 
after extensive correspondence and a con- 
ference of the Executive Board with the 
representatives of the American Publishers’ 
Copyright League, at which the delegates 
were present. The resulting compromise, 
which received the unanimous approval and 
concurrence of the Executive Board, was 
presented to the Council of the Association 
at its meeting in Atlantic City, N. J., March 
10, 1906. At that meeting some members 
of the Council expressed disapproval of the 
action of the delegates and the Executive 
Board, and a number of motions were intro- 
duced looking toward specific instructions to 
the delegates, but no definite action resulted 
from any of them. 

At the close of the sessions and after the 
last hearing given by the Senate and House 
Committee, beginning June 6, 1906, the dele- 
gates again reported to the Council, at its 
meeting at Narragansett Pier, July 5, 1906, 
explaining in full the various steps that 
had been taken, and giving their reasons for 
the same. The Council voted that their re- 
port be accepted and their recommendations 

















4 AMERICAN 


adopted, «‘ and that the thanks of the Council 
be extended to the delegates for their suc- 
cessful efforts.” 

The undersigned were appointed as a com- 
mittee to watch the progress of the bill, as 
stated above, and a resolution introduced to 
give them specific instructions was voted 
down by a large majority. 

Under these circumstances the undersigned 
regard their action as beyond doubt the 
official action of the American Library Asso- 
ciation. The Association by every means 
open to it has approved as a body the part 
of the present bill affecting the interests of 
libraries and any expression of disapproval 
must be that of individual libraries, or 
librarians, and not of the Association as a 
whole. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) ARTHUR E. Bostwick 
FRANK P. HILi 
Committee of the American Library Ass’n 


This statement was amplified very briefly 
in a few words in the endeavor to make it 
clear that the Association had preferred to 
take part in the Copyright Conference and 
to secure in that conference the best terms 
possible for librarians, rather than to stay 
out of the conference and oppose whatever 
changes of the present law regarding im- 
portations might be incorporated in the new 
bill; also that the present features of the 
bill, so far as they relate to libraries, were 
arrived at during a conference between the 
Executive Board and representatives of other 
interests, at which were present a consider- 
able number of those 
posing the bill. 


librarians now op- 


The librarians present in opposition to the 
bill presented a memorial against it signed 
by three hundred librarians, most of whom 
were said to be members of the American 
Library Association. They opposed the bill 
chiefly on general grounds, and in answer to 
a direct question from the chairman of the 
committee regarding the discrepancy between 
their petition and the official attitude of the 
American Library Association answered that 
this official attitude was largely a personal 
endorsement of the delegates to the confer- 
ence, in voting for which, members of the 
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Council reserved their right to oppose the 
bill as individuals. 

It is probable that this action will make it 
very difficult in the future for the American 
Library Association to carry on official nego- 
tiations with any other body, which is to be 
regretted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ARTHUR E. BOSTWICK 

Speaking further for the committee Mr. 
Hill emphasized the fact that its members, 
both as delegates to the Copyright Confer- 
ence and hearings and as members of the 
present committee, have uniformly acted ac- 
cording to the expressed wishes of and in- 
structions from the Association, its Council 
and its Executive Board, and that their actions 
have thus represented the official action and 
position of the Association so far as it was 
possible for the Association to declare itself. 
That since the position taken by the A. L. A. 
Council at Atlantic City in March, 1906, numer- 
ous meetings of the General Association, the 
Council and the Executive Board have been 
held, at which the declared attitude of the 
Association might have been revised or re- 
seinded, or its Copyright Committee retired, 
altered or instructed, but that no such action 
has been taken and that the A. L. A. is the 
only body represented at the several copy- 
right conferences whose individual members 
have appeared in opposition to the attitude of 
the Association of which they are members. 

With the substitution of the word « official ” 
for the word ‘‘unanimous” in the phrase 
‘sunanimous approval and concurrence of 
the Executive Board”, the report of the com- 
mittee was accepted and adopted as an ade- 
quate statement of the action of the Associa- 
tion to date. The Secretary was instructed 
to notify the chairman of the committee of 
the action on the report as amended. 

On recommendation of the Treasurer it was 

Voted, That the funds collected specifically 
for the support of headquarters be consoli- 
dated with the general funds of the Associa- 
tion and that the budget for headquarters 
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be combined, on the Treasurer’s books, with 
the budget for general purposes-of the Asso- 
ciation, and that in future all receipts be 
credited to a single fund and all appropria- 
tions be charged against this fund. 

Voted unanimously, That the Secretary be 
directed to spread upon the minutes of this 
meeting and transmit to the Recorder an ex- 
pression of the sincere regret which is felt by 
every one of her colleagues on the Executive 
Board at her enforced absence from this meet- 
ing and her own work ; to assure her of their 
hearty pleasure at the hopeful news of rapid 
recovery, with its promise of speedy resump- 
tion of her duties in connection with the 
Library Journal and with this Board, and 
to convey to her a very cordial appreciation 
of the value and faithfulness of her long ser- 
vice to the American Library Association. 


JAMESTOWN EXPOSITION EXHIBIT 


On request of the Committee on Exhibit at 
the Jamestown Exposition, the Executive 
Board authorized the appointment of a co- 
operating committee consisting of the super- 
intendents of children’s work iu the New 
York, Brooklyn and Cleveland Public Libra- 
ries and in the Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh, to assist in the collection and installa- 
tion of the Mode] Children’s Room. 

J. I. WYER, JR., 
Secretary 


Membership 

It is customary for the Treasurer at the 
annual conference to include in his report a 
statement of membership in the Association 
on the last day of the preceding year. The 
following table covers the actual paid mem- 
bership on Dec. 31, 1906, and a comparative 
statement showing its growth during that 
year: 


Year ending Year ending 
Dec, 31, 1905 Dec, 31, 1906 








Honorary members . 9 8 
Perpetual member . 1 1 
Life fellows 2 2 
Life members ‘ ° 45 55 
Annual members ; . 1,162 1,696 
Library members 34 82 

1,253 1,844 


These figures show a gain in membership 
of 591 during the twelve months ending 
Dec. 31, 1906. Particular attention is directed 
to the large increase in library membership 
during that period. 

While our added membership is very grati- 
fying, it should but serve as a stimulus to 
each member of the Association to that per- 
sonal effort which shall secure a still further 
increase, to the end that the Treasurer may 
announce in January, 1908, that the Associa- 
tion has a membership consisting of not less 
than 3,000 annual members and of not less 
than 250 library members. 


Will you help? 

This can easily be accomplished if each 
present member, retaining his own member- 
ship in the Association, will but assume the 
obligation of securing one additional member. 
There is not a single one of us but has one 
friend at least who would gladly join our 
ranks if earnestly approached. Again, it is 
safe to say that a large majority of the libraries 
represented in the membership of the A. L. A. 
could be easily induced to become annual 
subscribing members if only the librarians 
would but place the matter before their trus- 
tees in the proper light and with enthusiasm. 


Annual Bills 

It has been the custom to send bills on the 
first of January covering the annual dues. 
This has not been done this year because the 
administration, desiring to materially reduce 
the annual outlay for postage, has determined 
to ask the members to help them in making 
the experiment successful. The expense in- 
curred each year in reaching our members in 
connection with the annual bills, the prepara- 
tion for the annual conference and other mat- 
ters has grown toalarge sum. It is proposed 
to use the pages of this Bulletin for all such 
announcements, and the members are asked to 
give their hearty cooperation in carrying out 
the plan as above outlined. Let each of us, 
recognizing the earnestness of our executive 
officers in their desire to increase the mem- 
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bership and influence of the A. L. A., and 
mindful of their efforts to keep the expenses 
of the Association as small as possible, obli- 
gate himself to do the little herein asked for 
an organization of which we are all justly 
proud and which we wish to see go forward 
along lines of even greater usefulness than 
those which have heretofore served to estab- 
lish the public library as the twin brother of 
the public school in our great scheme of 
national education. 

Please remit at once. If an individual, 
$2.00. If a library, $5.00. 
good enough to remember that we want you 
to send postal order or draft on either New 
York or Boston; this because the ‘Treasurer 
will be obliged in a majority of cases to pay 
collection charges if you send a check on 
your local bank. Make remittance payable 
to the American Library Association and send 
to 34 Newbury Street, Boston. To collect 
our annual dues in the manner above pro- 
posed will save the Association $60.00. It 
will add nothing whatever of burden to the 
individual. 


In doing so be 


The executive officers have faith 
to believe that you will give them this help. 


Addresses 

Members must remember to inform head- 
quarters at once of any change in their 
address. Headquarters cannot be held respon- 
sible when literature, mailed to the last 
address given by the member, is not for- 
warded to some new address of which those 
in charge have not been informed. ‘The only 
source on which it is at all safe for these 
offices to depend is the member himself. In 
sending your remittance, therefore, will you 
not accompany it with your full name, posi- 
tion in library, if so employed, and the ad- 
dress which you wish these offices to use 
until such time as it is changed over your 
own signature. 
in this particular also. 


Bulletin 
The next edition of the Bulletin will be 
based on the actual paid membership, so that 
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it is for your interest to give early attention 
to this notice, especially if you wish to pre- 
serve files of a publication, which it is hoped 
will meet the approval of and be of service 
to members. 


Headquarters Committee 

L. A. Coun- 
cil has considered opening headquarters in 
charge of some one who would devote his 
whole time to the details of Association busi- 


For two years past the A. 


ness, which are getting beyond the possi- 
bilities of volunteer work. To assist the 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and Trustees, 
the Publishing Board, the standing commit- 
tees and the special committees appointed 
from year to year; to keep the National 
Association in touch with state commissions 
and local library clubs; to serve as informa- 
tion bureau for members,—a permanent 
staff and place of business are more and 
more needed every year. After the Council 
had become convinced of this need, there was 
still difference of opinion as to methods, and 
doubt as to financing such a development. 
At the last conference the question was left 
to the Executive Board, with powers. 

The attempt to secure funds for two years’ 
expenses of headquarters was only partially 
successful. Boston, Brooklyn, Montreal, New 
York, Philadelphia and Pittsburg contributed, 
but other library centers from which aid was 
expected failed to respond. The original 
plan had been to open headquarters in New 
York as the most accessible center; but the 
funds raised were entirely inadequate for 
metropolitan expenses. The question arose 
whether to abandon the plan and return the 
money contributed, or to try the experiment 
elsewhere. Finding that quarters within our 
means could be secured in Boston and that 
the money in hand and definitely promised 
would provide for one year’s support, the 
Executive Board decided to try the experi- 
ment there, placing Mr. E. C. Hovey in 
charge, trusting that a demonstration of the 
usefulness of headquarters work would bring 
further subscriptions, and that ways and 
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means could be devised at the next confer- 
ence for making permanent this important 
function of the Association. 

Two floors were accordingly rented at No. 
34 Newbury Street, near the Boston Public 
Library, and opened September 1, 1906. 
The Publishing Board occupies the second 
floor, and on the first floor are the offices of 
the Association and a room for exhibits. 
The small force employed has been kept 
busy with records and correspondence, which 
are constantly increasing. 

In order to provide constant supervision 
and assistance, the Executive Board has com- 
mitted the immediate supervision of head- 
quarters to a local committee consisting of 
Mr. D. P. Corey, Chairman, and Messrs. 
Gardner M. Jones and Charles C. Soule, all 
of Boston. 

Every member of the Association, indeed 
everyone interested in library progress, is 
notified that he has the right and is cordially 
invited to call upon headquarters for informa- 
tion or assistance in any library problem. 
If those in charge are not able to help, they 
may be depended upon to find the right per- 
son both able and willing to give advice on 
the particular problems involved. 


Architectural Committee 

As a result of a paper read at the last con- 
ference and the discussion which followed, a 
Committee on Architecture was appointed 
and instructed to make at the new headquar- 
ters a collection of library plans, to arrange 
them in convenient form for examination and 
study and to get from librarians opinions as 
to the merits and defects of plans which they 
have tested. 

The members of this committee were too 
widely scattered for meetings between con- 
ferences, but by correspondence they have 
authorized an immediate start to collect plans. 
By personal interview and correspondence 
there have already been obtained (mainly 
so far from architects) twenty sets of floor 
plans. As many more have been definitely 
promised. 


All librarians who occupy new buildings, 
or old buildings with good points, or even 
poor buildings which are «‘ awful examples,” 
are invited and urged to get out and send at 
once to the A. L. A. Architectural Committee, 
No. 34 Newbury Street, Boston, plans of 
their libraries, as follows : — 

Full size floor plans. 

Elevations and cross sections. 

Exterior views. 

Interior views of the principal rooms. 

To these should be added criticisms by the 
librarian of different features in each library 
as they have worked out in actual use. 

A collection of this kind, properly ar- 
ranged and indexed, and open to the inspec- 
tion of architects, librarians and trustees, 
will tend so directly to improvements in 
library arrangement and will be so helpful to 
all who have libraries to plan in the future 
that the Architectural Committee looks con- 
fidently for prompt and general response to 
its appeal for plans. Librarians who have 
building problems on hand are urged to 
communicate with the committee, who will 
render all possible assistance. 


Travel Committee 

The committee had hoped to be able to 
make some definite announcement at this 
time regarding the coming conference. As 
no conclusion has yet been reached by the 
railroads regarding the application for re- 
duced rates, the committee is obliged to 
confine itself to the following tentative sug- 
gestions, hoping to give definite information 
in the next issue of the Bulletin. 

If it be decided to go to Asheville, the com- 
mittee will plan a personally conducted trip 
from the east, with special car service from 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington. Another party will be formed to 
accommodate those in Chicago and the mid- 
dle west. 

After the sessions, which will occupy a 
week, there will be an opportunity to visit 
some of the mountain resorts near Asheville, 
including the beautiful Toxaway country, 
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this trip to cover several days and to be per- 
sonally conducted. 

On its return, the eastern party will stop 
over a day or two at the Jamestown Expo- 
sition and at Richmond. 

Not even an approximate cost of this trip 
can be given until the rate is fixed by the 
railroads. 


F. W. FAXON, Chairman 
34 Newbury Street, Boston, Mass. 


Book-binding Committee 


4 


In the spring of 1905 the Executive Board 
of the A. L. A. appointed a Committee on 
Book-binding. The scope of the committee 
was very wide, in that it was supposed to 
cover the questions of rebinding, book- 
papers, pamphlet and magazine binders, and 
publishers’ bindings. The first report made 
at the meeting at Narragansett Pier called 
attention to important points in Mr. Dana’s 
‘* Notes on Binding for Libraries ;” stated that 
the Bureau of Chemistry of the Department 
of Agriculture had established a laboratory 
for investigation of leather and paper; gave 
comparisons of the cost of library and con- 
tract bindings; and mentioned equipments 
necessary for a small bindery. 

An important part of the report covered 
the negotiations carried on with the publish- 
ers for better binding. In the annual report 
will be found the names of ten publishers 
who agreed to issue a special library edition 
sewed on tapes, the first and last signatures 
guarded, and bound in buckram, provided 
they were assured a sale for a definite num- 
ber of copies. 

The principal work of the committee for 
the present year will be an attempt to get at 
the number of copies of a given book that 
will be wanted and to induce other publishers 
to adopt the specification of the committee 
for the library trade. It will aid the com- 
mittee greatly if all libraries receiving a copy 
of this Bulletin will send to the chairman 
of the committee answers to the following 
questions : — 
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1. Do you order all or nearly all the fiction 
recommended in the «+ A. L. A. Booklist” ? 

2. If not, do order all the 
recommended for small libraries ? 

3. Do you wait until you receive the «+ Book- 
list” before ordering, or are most of the books 
on your shelves when you receive it ? 

4. If the publishers should issue an edition 
specially well-bound for the use of libraries, 
would you order it, provided the cost of the 
same should not exceed $1.10 a volume? 
(Orders to be sent through your regular 
agents.) 


you fiction 


5. Do you duplicate largely, or do you, as 
a rule, get only one copy of a book ? 

It is especially important that all libraries 
send answers to these questions, for the pub- 
lishers will not agree to issue a_ special 
library edition unless they are assured a sale 
of at least 500 copies. In August, Charles 
Scribner's Sons bound up 1,500 copies of «« The 
Tides of Barnegat” according to the specifi- 
cations of this committee. It is gratifying to 
note that nearly all of this edition has been 
sold. 

The committee hopes to be able to publish 
bulletins which go fully into the details of 
binding and which will give the results of the 
experience of those who have investigated 
carefully binding for libraries. 

First, last and all the time the committee 
will emphasize the fact that in rebinding 
books it is not so much the cost per volume 
that counts as it is the proportion of cost to 
the number of times the book circulates before 
it has to be discarded. A book which costs 
thirty cents to bind and circulates thirty times 
costs one cent for every time it is lent for 
home use. One which costs forty cents to 
bind and circulates eighty times cost half a 
cent for every time it is lent. In other words, 
the first book is twice as expensive as the 
last. The first annual report of the com- 
mittee states that seventy-five times is the 
minimum number of times a book ought to 
circulate after it has been rebound. 

The chairman of the committee has re- 
ceived 250 copies of «*« A Note on Bookbind- 
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ing,” by Douglas Cockerell. As stated in 
the annual report of the committee, these 
will be sent to those who ask for them, as 
long as the supply lasts. 


COMMITTEE 
A. L. BAILEY, Chairman 
Free Library, Wilmington, Del. 
W. P. CUTTER 
Dr. G. E. WIRE 


Book-buying Committee 

The Committee on Book-buying has con- 
sisted, since its appointment in 1908, of Arthur 
E. Bostwick, New York Public Library, 
Chairman ; John Cotton Dana, Newark, N. J., 
Free Public Library ; and Bernard C. Steiner, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, Md. 
It was first named the ‘Committee on 
Relations with the Book Trade” and the reso- 
lution constituting it directed it «to secure 
and communicate to librarians from time to 
time information relating to the limitations of 
discount on books purchased by libraries, 
and to advise them in regard to any feasible 
measures for avoiding the hardships of the 
net price system.” In 1904 the name was 
changed to its present form. During its 
three years of service the committee has 
issued 29 bulletins, printed on cards and 
giving various items of information and 
likely to be of value in connection 
with the purchase of books, especially by 
small libraries. 


advice 
These have gone out to 
about 3,000 librarians — to 1,200 personally, 
to 1,300 through the library commissions of 
various states, and to 500 in other ways. 
They have also been reprinted, either in full, 
or in abstract, by «*‘ Public Libraries,” «« The 
Library Journal” and the « A. L. A. Book- 
list.” They have covered such points as book- 
importation ; purchase at auction, at second- 
hand and from remainders, with frequent 
lists of catalogues and of the names of deal- 
ers; useful small bibliographies; aids to 
book-selection, and the like. The committee 
has also tried to keep the readers of these 
bulletins in touch with the net-price system 
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situation, especially in so far as it depends 
on the rules of the American Publishers’ Asso- 
ciation. 

Recently it has emphasized the value of 
concerted action among librarians, and has 
endeavored to give them an opportunity to 
initiate such action along certain lines. Pub- 
lishers have been put in touch with the feeling 
of librarians regarding the quality of typog- 
raphy, press-work, paper and binding in 
many modern books, and the desirability of 
reprinting many of those that are out of 
print. There have been some tangible re- 
sults and there is prospect of more, provided 
librarians will freely communicate with the 
committee and thus furnish them with ammu- 
nition. 

Bulletin No. 30 is printed in this issue. 
Back numbers, so far as they are in print, 
may be obtained from the chairman, and the 


F committee will consider the reissue of out-of- 


print numbers for which there may be sufli- 
cient demand. 
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LIBRARY RECOGNITION WELCOMED BY BooK 
AUCTIONEERS 


‘** An indication of the important relation of the 
book auctioneer to the market, as a source of 
supply, may be judged from the issue of a bulletin 
by the American Library Association during the 
past year, calling attention of the three thousand 
or more public libraries of the country to the ad- 
vantages of purchasing at auction sales, recom- 
mending certain named houses, and outlining the 
mode of procedure in sending bids. It took years 
of hard and discouraging labor to bring about con- 
ditions that would warrant this recognition.” — 
[From “ The Building of a Book ’’ (Grafton Press, 
1906). Chapter on “‘ Selling at Auction,” by John 
Anderson, Jr. ‘‘The Building of a Book’’ con- 
tains also an interesting article on the selection 
of books. ]} 

Times Book WAR 


What is known in England as ‘‘ The Times Book 
War ”’ still offers opportunities to American libra- 
ries to secure second-hand books in good condition 
at low prices. When giving an order for importa- 
tion, say ‘‘ Buy of Times Book Club if possible.” 
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The “ war” is thus briefly described by the Times 
itself: — 

“The only question at issue between the Times 
and the publishers is as to whether the Book Club 
shall or shall not be allowed to sell second-hand 
net books before they are six months old. The 
Times Book Club maintains its right to sell bona 
fide second-hand books when it likes and at what 
price it likes. The publishers try to prohibit this 
and to enforce their prohibition by charging higher 
prices to the Times than to other purchasers and 
by withdrawing their advertisements from the 
Times.”’ 

G. B. Shaw, in a letter to the Times (Nov. 30th), 
mentioning the fact that many authors have taken 
sides against that paper, asserts that these have 
been ‘duped by an interested trade agitation into 
supporting a trumped-up moral case against the 
Times in the mistaken interests of the publishers.”’ 

He says of the Times sale of second-hand books, 
to which the publishers object because the books 
are often as good as new: — 

** As to all this pious horror about throwing new 
books at scrap prices on the market, pray how 
many books do we see every year produced by 
publishers who, too languid to sustain their inter- 
est in them, too poor to advertise them, and too 
incapable to distribute them, ‘remainder’ them at 
a few pence a copy, and leave the author penni- 
less or out of pocket, whilst the bookseller sells 
off the stock with a very fair profit at a large 
reduction on the published price? Can folly go 
further than that of the authors who have nothing 
to say about this abuse, but who shriek at the 
Times when it, too, remainders a book after having 
benefited both author and pubiisher by buying 
every copy it remainders at full trade price?” 

Libraries should be prompt to iake advantage of 
these sales, whether made by the publishers or by 
outsiders against the publishers’ wishes. 

Knowledge and Scientific News (London) has 
formed a ‘‘ book club”’ for scientific works, some- 
what on the plan of the Times. Subscribers only 
are admitted and an entrance fee of ten shillings 
is charged. Catalogue free. It says (December) : 

** As regards the sale of books, it is not the inten- 
tion to found a book-shop and attempt to rival old- 
established businesses. At the same time, arrange- 
ments will be’ made so that a reader wishing to 
retain as his own any book he may have obtained 
from the library, can do so on payment of the 
ordinary value of the book. 

“Each month a catalogue of additions to the 
library will be published in ‘KNow.reper,’ and 
this will add greatly to the usefulness of the club 
as compared to other libraries.”’ 

This may offer American libraries some oppor- 
tunity for purchasing scientific books, and it will 
certainly furnish them valuable lists. The paper 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


itself (‘‘ Knowledge’’) is most useful and read- 
able. 

Frederick A. Stokes Co., 331 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, offer to send on request, to any library, 
books to be inspected and returned to them at their 
expense. 


New CATALOGUES OF REMAINDERS, ETC. 


Neil Morrow Ladd Book Co., 646 Fulton St., 
Brooklyn. 

Geo. Harding, 64 Great Russell St., Bloomsburg, 
London, W. C. (No. 129). 

John Wheldon & Co., 38 Great Queen St., Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, London, W. C. (Botany). 

John Britnell, 230 Yonge St., Toronto, Can. 
194-5. 

Karl W. Hiersemann, Konigsstrasse 3, Leipsic. 
(No. 329, Numismatics.) 

Morris Book-Shop (No. 48), 171 Madison St., 
Chicago. 

Henry Gray (No. 262A ; Americana), East Acton, 
London. 

‘Van Nostrand’s Monthly Record of Scientific 
Literature’? (D. Van Nostrand Co., 23 Murray St., 
N. Y. C.) contains valuable lists. Free on appli- 
cation. 


Nos. 


PROMOTE BOOK-BUYING 

One of the duties of a public library is to pro- 
mote book-buying, as well as book-borrowing, 
among its clients, and to encourage good reading 
in every way possible. Suggestions along this 
line: (1) Send for circulars of any good book. 
Stamp each ‘‘ T*:is book is in the Library”’ and 
distribute. (2} Print on slips ‘*‘ This journal is 
sent to you at the suggestion of your Public Li- 
brary,’’ and send copies with addresses of some of 
the best people in your town to the publishers of 
some of the best journals, asking them to send the 
slips with sample copies to these addresses. (3) 
Get good lists of books issued by any publishers 
and stamp ‘All these books are in the ——— 
Public Library.’ Or write to the publishers that 
this is the case and say that you are willing to 
have them make public statement of the fact. 

Catalogues of English dealers in remainders or 
second-hand books may be obtained ,through any 
importer, such as Stechert, Lemcke or Allen, on 
application. 

A “Class List of Best Books’’ published for The 
Library Association of the United Kingdom (Aug., 
06) may be obtained for one shilling of The Library 
Supply Co., 181 Queen Victoria St., London, E. C. 

Engineering books are well reviewed in the 
‘* Engineering News.” 

Reviews do not appear each week, but about 
once each month. 

Lists of new books suitable for library purposes 
appear each month in the “ Library World and 
Book Selector’? of London; Library Supply Cce, 
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181 Queen Victoria St. Sub., $1.75. The entries 
are annotated. 

Out of Print Books: Mrs. K. M. Jacobsen, of 
Minnesota Library Commission, writes that the 
Cornu and Beer List of French fiction contains 
many 0. p. books. ‘‘Of a large order sent recently 
fully half were not obtainable.’’ The number of 
0. p. titles in A. L, A. Catalogue steadily increases. 
In ordering from these, or any catalogue that is not 
recent, indicate which orders should be cancelled 
at once, if o. p., and which should be followed up 
and bought. Usually it would pay better to sub- 
stitute more recent works. 

Lending Books to Libraries: The John R. Ander- 
son Co., 67 Fifth Ave., N. Y. City, proposes to 
lend books to libraries from its stock ‘‘ on the gen- 
eral basis of five cents a month,” to be retained as 
long as desired and then returned, or purchased at 
a reduced price. They do not expect to lend in 
this way books that would be much worn by active 
circulation, but rather such as are wanted on 
approval. 

Prices: Conn, ‘‘ Bacteria, Yeasts and Molds ”’ 
(Ginn & Co.), listed at $1.00, cost a recent pur- 
chaser $1.08 net. The publishers explain that list 
prices of books in school department are raised 
when bound up for trade department, owing to 
larger discount allowed (1-3 instead of 1-6). The 
bookseller in this case allowed only 1-10 from the 
raised list price ($1.20). These variations may 
cause trouble unless watched. 

Subscription Books: The number of ‘“‘series”’ 
and ‘‘sets” of all kinds offered for sale by sub- 
scription is on the increase. A good rule is to 
purchase none of them. Such as are worth buying 
may be picked up after some delay at a price much 
nearer their actual value. Some historical works of 
undoubted value are exceptions to the geueral rule. 

German Books: The Beiblatt to the Centralblatt 
Siir Bibliothekswesen, entitled ‘ Blitter fiir Volks- 
bibliotheken und Lesehallen,’’ contains excellent 
brief reviews of current German books, written 
specially for libraries. This Beiblatt may be ob- 
tained separately from Otto Harrassowitz, Leipsic. 
Price $1.00 per year. Bi-monthly. 


Address inquiries and suggestions to any of 
the committee. Arthur E. Bostwick, Chair- 
man, N. Y. P. L., 209 W. 23d; John Cotton 
Dana, Newark (N. J.), F. P. L.; Bernard C. 
Steiner, Enoch Pratt F. L., Baltimore, Md. 


League of Library Commissions 

A mid-winter conference of library com- 
mission workers and of those engaged in 
allied interests was held in Chicago January 
3 and 4. 


Mr. Clement W. Andrews, President of 
the A. L. A., appeared before the conference 
and outlined the tentative plans for the 
annual meeting at Asheville, suggesting that 
the League officers indicate their wishes for 
participation in such program. Following 
out his suggestions, which were in entire 
accord with the wishes of those present, it 
was determined to ask for representation on 
the general program, the speaker represent- 
ing the League to take a topic conforming to 
the general plan of the session; also, to ask 
for two section meetings to be held at such 
times as not to conflict with the programs of 
other sections and affiliated organizations. 
President Andrews gave assurances that these 
wishes would be met. It was decided to 
center the papers and discussion for each of 
the section meetings upon some general topic: 
of special interest to Commission workers 
and the library activities representu by them. 
The topic of the first session will treat of the 
various phases affecting the library budget 
and the apportionment of funds for the 
specific purposes constituting the expendi- 
tures of the average small library. The 
various phases of traveling library. work, 
with special reference to the recent develop- 
ments thereof, will be the topic of the second 
session. 

Upon suggestion of the Wisconsin repre- 
sentatives it was decided to memorialize the 
A. L. A. in behalf of a plan for reliable, up- 
to-date library statistics covering the United 
States, such compilation to include likewise 
separate statistics for the several states. It 
was agreed that the library commissions 
would contribute to this compilation the sta- 
tistics for their states, leaving to the A. L. A. 
the work of securing statistics from non- 
commission states. It was pointed out that 
the library statistics gathered by the National 
Bureau of Education were not wholly reliable, 
were printed triennially instead of annually, 
and appeared long after the closing date of 
the triennial periods. 

Miss Hazeltine submitted a report for the 
League Committee on Publications. The tract 
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on Library Architecture, compiled by Miss 
Cornelia Marvin of the Oregon Commission, 
is nearly ready and will shortly be turned 
over to the A. L. A. Publishing Board. Mr. 
Hadley, of the Indiana Commission, has been 
requested to prepare a brochure on Library 
Publicity to contain material suitable for 
newspaper use. The Iowa Commission will 
be asked to plan reading lists for library 
workers, using the material printed in the 
1906 file of the public libraries as a nucleus. 
Miss Baldwin, of the Minnesota Commission, 
will be requested to secure and edit the 
material for the second annual edition of the 
League Year-book. Mr. Legler, of the Wis- 
consin Commission, was requested to plan a 
series of business records, adapted for the use 
of small libraries, and dove-tailing with the 
statistical reports suggested by the Adminis- 
tration Committee of the A. L. A. 

During the sessions of legislatures now in 
progress, legislation is likely to be enacted 
in a number of states creating library com- 
missions. Among the states where bills for 
this purpose are now pending, or are pro- 
posed, may be mentioned North Dakota, 
Texas, Tennessee, North Carolina, [linois 
and Missouri. In Texas a systematic cam- 
paign has been inaugurated and copies of a 
tentative bill, based on the provis*’ons found 
in the state commission laws of the middle 
west, have been widely distributed. In 
North Dakota the proposed bill makes pro- 
vision for traveling libraries, field organiza- 
tion and a legislative reference bureau. In 
Illinois a number of plans are under con- 
sideration, but no agreement has as yet been 
reached. A bill is to be introduced in the 
Minnesota Legislature adding to the duties of 
the public library commission by the estab- 
lishment of a legislative reference depart- 
ment, based on the Wisconsin plan. 

Committees of the Wisconsin Senate and 
assembly have asked the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission to greatly increase the 


scope of the legislative reference department 
maintained by such Commission. The force 
of employees has been doubled, and it is 
proposed by the Legislature to increase the 
annual appropriation from $4,500 to $12,500. 

In Indiana, library extension work is di- 
vided between the Public Library Commission 
and the State Library. The governor of the 
state, in his message to the Legislature, has 
recommended merging these interests by the 
appointment of a library board under whom 
both the Library Commission and the State 
Library shall carry on their work without 
duplication or conflict. A bill to that effect 
is to be drawn and introduced as a result of 
an amicable arrangement between the inter- 
ests represented. 

The Pennsylvania Library Commission has 
amplified its work by the appointment of a 
field organizer. 


Atlantic City 

The eleventh annual meeting of the New 
Jersey Library Association and the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Club will be held at the Hotel 
Chelsea, Atlantic City, New Jersey, on March 
15 and 16, 1907. As in previous years, there 
will be three sessions, as follows: on Friday 
evening, Saturday morning and Saturday 
evening, respectively. 

Following past custom the Executive Board, 
the Council of the A. L. A. and the Publish- 
ing Board will hold meetings during these 
days. A large attendance is hoped for. 


A. L. A. Booklist 

The Publishing Board is receiving many 
requests for back numbers of the «« Booklist ” 
from those who wish to complete their files. 
Some of these are out of print. Will not 
those who have no use for the following num- 
bers kindly send them to 34 Newbury Street, 
Boston, so that these demands may be met? 

Vol. 1, Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 6. 

Vol. 2, Nos. 3, 4 and 6. 
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